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Safe Seafood in 
the Caribbean: 

Facts, Stats and 
Stories for Media  

 

 

About this Media Kit  

The Caribbean fisheries industry is moving to adopt some of the 
world's toughest food safety and environmental protection standards 
in a bid to break into international markets for its seafood and fish 
exports, including European markets available under the EU's 
Economic Partnership Agreement with CARIFORUM nations. 

Business editors, writers, broadcast journalists and reporters on 
food, industry, business and development are invited to reproduce 
the material below freely and report on a regional validation 
workshop from August 24-25 that will begin the process of drafting 
model legislation and regulations for the region. 
 
This Kit contains:  

¶ Media Release (941 -word feature article)  

¶ Infographic: How to handle... safe seafood standards  

¶ Infographic: It pays to play it 'safe' - Case Study  

¶ Media Advisory: (Further details on this event may be 
found below or downloaded  here) 

 

 

 

http://link.citrusemail.com/c/443/7ca37ab0ac99797aeea26b8ee68efd20a35dc858b2c4ad73337760e457d6e057
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5. MEDIA ADVISORY 

 

WHAT: Regional Validation Workshop for Model Legislation, Protocols, Guidelines and 

Institutional Framework; Environmental Monitoring Programmes; and, Mechanisms for 

Coordination of Issues at National and Regional Levels for Sa nitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) 

Measures relevant to the Fisheries Sector  

WHERE: Accra Beach Hotel, Christ Church, Barbados  

WHEN: August 24 -25 from 0900  

 

EDITORS: You are invited to send a representative to cover the opening ceremony and interview 

participa nts on the sidelines of the event.  

 

BROADCAST NEWS: A live video stream of the opening ceremony and key findings of the 

consultants will be available at the CRFM's YouTube channel:  www.youtube.com/TheCRFM . 

The Caribbean Regional Fisheries Mechanism (CRFM) Secretariat, as part of the fisheries 

component of the implementation of the sanitary and phytosanitary measures of the 10th European 

Development Fund programme: "Support of the Forum of Caribbean States in the implementation of 

the commitments undertaken under the Economic Partnership Agreement", will convene a Regional 

Validation Workshop in Bridgetown, Barbados from 24-25 August 2015, for model Legislation, 

protocols, guidelines and institutional framework and mechanism for coordination of issues at national 

and regional levels for Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) measures relevant to the fisheries sector. 

 

Download: PDF version 

Read more Ÿ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://link.citrusemail.com/c/443/7ca37ab0ac99797aeea26b8ee68efd20a35dc858b2c4ad732953faefa87b13a9
http://link.citrusemail.com/c/443/7ca37ab0ac99797aeea26b8ee68efd20a35dc858b2c4ad73337760e457d6e057
http://link.citrusemail.com/c/443/7ca37ab0ac99797aeea26b8ee68efd20a35dc858b2c4ad7396baae3872bc92e1
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https://soundcloud.com/thecrfm  
 

  

https://soundcloud.com/thecrfm
https://soundcloud.com/thecrfm
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http://www/youtube.com/TheCRFM  

  

 

 
A short film on the work of the Caribbean Regional Fisheries Mechanism (CRFM) to upgrade food safety 
standards for fish and seafood from CARIFORUM nations [Caribbean Community (CARICOM) and 
Dominican Republic] in a bid to access export markets and guarantee safer seafood to Caribbean 
consumers; from national consultations and a regional validation workshop in mid-2015. 
 
TAKING PART: 

¶ Milton Haughton -  Executive Director, CRFM 

¶ James Nicholas - Southern Fishermen Association, Grenada 

¶ Dr. George Grant - Veterinary Expert, Jamaica 

¶ Jeannette Mateo - Head of Fisheries, Dominican Republic 

¶ Chris Hedley - Legal Expert, UK 

DURATION: 6'30" 
FORMAT: MP4 1280 x 720 NTSC 
 

¶ The video is freely available for re-broadcast/online distribution/embedding via the CRFM's 
YouTube channel: https://youtu.be/uEZ2cfHfeL8 OR 

¶ Download MP4 video here: https://www.dropbox.com/s/fjyl92nufl9rz6y/Safe_Seafood-TV-
CMC1.mp4?dl=0 

¶ BROADCASTERS: Please notify re-broadcast with suggested transmission date and time by 
email to peter.a.murray@crfm.int 

 

http://www/youtube.com/TheCRFM
https://youtu.be/uEZ2cfHfeL8
https://www.dropbox.com/s/fjyl92nufl9rz6y/Safe_Seafood-TV-CMC1.mp4?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/fjyl92nufl9rz6y/Safe_Seafood-TV-CMC1.mp4?dl=0
mailto:peter.a.murray@crfm.int
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uEZ2cfHfeL8
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WHAT: Regional Validation Workshop for Model Legislation, Protocols, Guidelines and Institutional 
Framework; Environmental Monitoring Programmes; and, Mechanisms for Coordination of Issues at 
National and Regional Levels for Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) Measures relevant to the Fisheries 
Sector - Day Two 
 
WHERE: Accra Beach Hotel, Christ Church, Barbados 
 
WHEN: August 25 from 0900 
 
BROADCAST/ONLINE NEWS: A live video stream of the findings of the consultants is now on the CRFM's 
YouTube channel: www.youtube.com/TheCRFM. Clips of speakers will also be available shortly after 
presentations. 
 
The Caribbean Regional Fisheries Mechanism (CRFM) Secretariat, as part of the fisheries component of 
the implementation of the sanitary and phytosanitary measures of the 10th European Development Fund 
programme: "Support of the Forum of Caribbean States in the implementation of the commitments 
undertaken under the Economic Partnership Agreement", will convene a Regional Validation Workshop in 
Bridgetown, Barbados from 24-25 August 2015, for model Legislation, protocols, guidelines and 
institutional framework and mechanism for coordination of issues at national and regional levels for 
Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) measures relevant to the fisheries sector. 

 
  

http://www.youtube.com/TheCRFM
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New Programming in the CBU Media Share Portal - Safe Seafood from the Caribbean 
 
From: Admin Caribbean Broadcasting Union <admin@caribroadcastunion.org>  
 
17 September 2015 at 09:30 
Cc: Sonia Gill <cbusg@caribsurf.com>, peter.a.murray@crfm.int, gittensj@gmail.com 
 
Dear CBU Member, 
  
I am pleased to advise new programming has been added to the CBU Media Share portal. 
  
This time the regional body, the Caribbean Regional Fisheries Mechanism (CRFM) has provided the 
video, Safe Seafood From The Caribbean.  The short video (6'30") explains the efforts of the CRFM 
to upgrade food safety standards for fish and seafood from CARIFORUM nations [Caribbean 
Community (CARICOM) and Dominican Republic] in a bid to access export markets and guarantee 
safer seafood to Caribbean consumers; from national consultations and a regional validation 
workshop in mid-2015. 
  
The video can be downloaded from the CaribVision (Barbados) folder using the general login. 
  
Feel free to contact the Secretariat with any questions. 
  
Warm regards, 
  
Sonia 
  
  

  
  
 
  
Sonia Gill 
Secretary General 
Caribbean Broadcasting Union 
Suite 1B, Building #6A 
Harbour Industrial Estate 
St. Michael 
Office: 1-246-430-1007 
Mobile: 1-246-243-2351 
Fax: 1-246-228-9524 
Skype: sonia.d.gill 
Email: cbusg@caribsurf.com 
Web: www.caribroadcastunion.org 

 

tel:1-246-430-1007
tel:1-246-243-2351
tel:1-246-228-9524
mailto:cbusg@caribsurf.com
http://www.caribroadcastunion.org/
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Following desktop research, consultation with the CRFM Deputy Executive Director 
and Programme Manager, Fisheries Management and Development, a review of 
relevant documentation and an assessment of the most effective forms and formats 
for content, the Consultantôs design of the media coverage took the following steps: 
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The following sections contain: 6.1 press clippings from websites and newspapers for the 

period of the consultancy. This is a comprehensive but not necessarily exhaustive collection 

and; 6.2 content generated by the consultant specifically. 

 

In addition, television news reports of the regional consultation workshop and a report on the 

SPS process produced by the consultant were broadcast on the Caribbean Media 

Corporationôs ñCaribbean Newslineò nightly regional news roundup on Monday August 25th, 

Monday August 28th and Tuesday August 29th. 
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http://www.bajanreporter.com/2015/08/caribbean -fishing - industry -moves - to -close -

food -safety -gaps -expand -markets/  

,  

C A R I B B E A N  F I S H I N G  I N D U S T R Y  M O V E S  T O  C L O S E  F O O D  S A F E T Y  G A P S ,  E X P A N D  

M A R K E T S  

by Bajan Reporter / August 18th, 2015 

The Caribbean regionôs ability to cash in on a potentially lucrative, international export trade in 

fish and seafood is being held back by huge gaps in measures to protect food safety and animal 

health, experts say. 

But the experts, who are investigating food handling policies in ten Caribbean countries for the 

Caribbean Regional Fisheries Mechanism (CRFM ), are set to propose a new regime for 

sanitary and phytosanitary ï SPS ï measures in CARIFORUM states. 

Since starting their work in April, Jamaican SPS expert Dr. George Grant and international legal 

consultant Chris Hedley of the United Kingdom have discovered that in most instances 

compliance with globally established standards are voluntary ï a worrisome development they 

say that stops member states from tapping into niche markets overseas and boosting foreign 

exchange earnings. 

There are also either no legally binding protocols managing food safety throughout the region or 

where they are practised they are disorganised and informal, say the experts. 

ñItôs the prerogative of the government, or the official, competent authority to develop a system 

whereby the food safety measures can be validated, inspected and can be regulated,ò Dr Grant 

says. 

In two months of national consultations on SPS measures sponsored by the European Union in a 

number of CARIFORUM nations, Dr. Grant said there are no documented and transparent 

protocols for ensuring safe food handling and monitoring food processes. 

http://www.bajanreporter.com/2015/08/caribbean-fishing-industry-moves-to-close-food-safety-gaps-expand-markets/
http://www.bajanreporter.com/2015/08/caribbean-fishing-industry-moves-to-close-food-safety-gaps-expand-markets/
http://www.bajanreporter.com/
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(CLICK FOR BIGGER) Grenada is reaping the benefits of early adoption of international 

standards for safe seafood. Now itôs poised to ramp up food quality ï and reel in higher profits 

from a lucrative trade.  

A coming regional SPS regime will help producers and processors trade confidently, using todayôs 

international standards to gain market access abroad and public trust at home. 

Several Caribbean nations are yet to include these standards in their national regulatory system, 

something that has long been mandatory in many of the developed nations to which regional 

fisheries and food industries might seek to export. 

But the two-man team of veterinary expert and lawyer as developing a region-wide set of food 

safety and environmental safeguards which they hope to unveil for adoption in late August. 

ñThe set of protocols we are developing is to have them formally presented and documented so 

that countries can use them as guides to developing their own particular pr otocols and 

practices,ò Dr. Grant says . 

As they travelled through Caribbean Community (CARICOM) member states and the Dominican 

Republic which make up the CARIFORUM group of nations, the team assessed benchmarks for 

food safety in individual countries.  

The news of the progress towards SPS compliance is encouraging. The experts note that most fish 

processors have implemented the Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Points (HACCP) standard 

for fish and fish product exports.  

But as the Caribbean fishing industry and food makers seek to take advantage of the Economic 

Partnership Agreement (EPA) to gain access to markets in European Union, there is an extra 

layer of requirements based on official controls. 

http://www.bajanreporter.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Grenada-Case-Study-INFOGRAPHIC.jpg
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(CLICK FOR BIGGER) International guidelines for food sa fety and environmental protection ï 

Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS) are coming to the Caribbean fisheries and seafood 

industry.  

A coming regional SPS regime will help producers and processors trade confidently, using todayôs 

international standar ds to gain market access abroad and public trust at home. 

The EU is requiring exporting nation put enforceable legislation in place in each country to 

govern the SPS standards. 

Through an EU-funded CRFM project, supported by the Inter -American Institute fo r 

Cooperation in Agriculture ( IICA ), the team is hoping to establish a uniformed set of procedures 

across the industry. 

ñThe question of where to draw the level in terms of how strictly you regulate food safety is 

really very much a national policy decisio n,ò Hedley says. 

He cautioned that the process can be complicated, costly and potentially counter-productive: ñWe 

donôt want to over-regulate and sort of crack a nut with a sledgehammer, if there are not 

substantial food safety problems . 

ñThe more you regulate food safety  and the stricter and more you demand in terms of that 

side of regulation, the more expensive products become, the less people are able to meet 

those requirements  and they may be forced out of the business. ñ 

The aim, the legal expert says, is to step up protection measures, level the playing field, manage 

the risks involved in food protection and facilitate trade across the Caribbean. 

ñThere is no end point to that, itôs not like there is a single target weôre going to aim for and then 

thatôs it ï we can rest on our laurels. New challenges [are] arising all the time. It is a continual 

process of improvement,ò Hedley adds. 

http://www.bajanreporter.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Safe-Seafood-Standards-INFOGRAPHIC-1.jpg
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Yet, compliance is critical to the effectiveness of the new standards. 

ñ[The EU ] want to make sure that the legislatio n is properly in place in the country, that with 

all these requirements are not just voluntary but with specific legal requirements to implement 

these food safety procedures and that they are sort of penalties in terms of not complying with 

them. So the businesses that donôt comply with them can be taken out of the licensing process.ò 

SPS legislation will need to be backed up by a system of government checks, controls and 

monitoring systems, says the SPS legal expert. 

As the two-man legal team sifted through the paperwork ï or lack of it ï among Caribbean 

fisheries processors and exporters, another team of environmental monitors has been travelling 

the region, inspecting processing plants, cold storage facilities and testing laboratories. 

But the experts are anxious that the drive towards SPS compliance is not seen solely as jumping 

necessary hoops in the export trade. Hedley suggests that even if the region becomes compliant 

there is still no guarantee there would be an appetite for their goods in the EU. For Grant, 

another, often overlooked beneficiary is the Caribbean consumer who can rely more safely on 

wholesome food from the sea. 

 

Fisheries managers, officials, scientists are expected to meet in Barbados on August 24 and 25 to 

pore over technical documents the SPS experts will produce, and their recommendations. 

Hedley describes it as tool kit or resource paper which can be taken forward. 

ñThis is a technical assistance project providing technical documents; actually they have to be 

developed in the real world politics and law and national sovereignty and go through the 

proper processes at the national levels and at the regional levels.ò 

É 2015 Bajan Reporter Å All Rights Reserved Å No content may be reproduced without the express permission of Bajan Reporter.  

  

http://www.bajanreporter.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Safe-Seafood.jpg
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http://gisbarbados.gov.bb/index.php?categoryid=9&p2_articleid=14585  
 

 

August 21, 2015, 11:58 am 

TOP STORIES 

Feature: Caribbean Fishing Industry Moves To 
Close Food Gaps 
Published on August 20, 2015 by CRFM  

(FP) 

Fisheries managers, officials, and scientists will meet in Barbados next Monday, August 24, and 

Tuesday, August 25, to pore over technical documents and produce recommendations for a new 

regime for Sanitary and Phytosanitary measures (SPS) in CARICOM member states and the 

Dominican Republic (CARIFORUM).  

 

The two-day meeting is part of ongoing investigation by the Caribbean Regional Fisheries 

Mechanism (CRFM) into food handling policies in 10 Caribbean countries. Experts have opined 

that the Caribbean regionôs ability to cash in on a potentially lucrative, international export trade in 

fish and seafood is being held back by huge gaps in measures to protect food safety and animal 

health.  

 

Since starting their work in April, Jamaican SPS expert, Dr. George Grant, and international legal 

consultant Chris Hedley of the United Kingdom, have discovered that in most instances, 

compliance with globally established standards are voluntary ï a worrisome development that 

stops member states from tapping into niche markets overseas and boosting foreign exchange 

earnings. 

 

There are also either no legally binding protocols managing food safety throughout the region, or, 

where they are practised, they are disorganised and informal, the experts disclosed. 

 

ñItôs the prerogative of the government, or the official, competent authority to develop a system 

whereby the food safety measures can be validated, inspected and can be regulated,ò Dr Grant 

observed. 

http://gisbarbados.gov.bb/index.php?categoryid=9&p2_articleid=14585
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In two months of national consultations on SPS measures sponsored by the European Union 

(EU) in a number of CARIFORUM nations, Dr. Grant revealed that there are no documented and 

transparent protocols for ensuring safe food handling and monitoring food processes. 

 

Several Caribbean nations are yet to include these standards in their national regulatory system, 

something that has long been mandatory in many of the developed nations to which regional 

fisheries and food industries might seek to export. 

 

However, the veterinary expert and lawyer are developing a region-wide set of food safety and 

environmental safeguards which they hope to unveil for adoption in late August. 

 

ñThe set of protocols we are developing is to have them formally presented and documented so 

that countries can use them as guides to developing their own particular protocols and practices,ò 

Dr. Grant stated. 

 

As they travelled through the region, the team assessed benchmarks for food safety in individual 

countries and are encouraged by the progress towards SPS compliance. The experts note that 

most fish processors have implemented the Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Points (HACCP) 

standard for fish and fish product exports. 

 

However, as the Caribbean fishing industry and food makers seek to take advantage of the 

Economic Partnership Agreement to gain access to markets in the EU, there is an extra layer of 

requirements based on official controls. 

 

The grouping is requiring exporting nations to put enforceable legislation in place in each country 

to govern the SPS standards.  

 

Through an EU-funded CRFM project, supported by the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation 

in Agriculture, the team is hoping to establish a uniformed set of procedures across the industry. 

 

ñThe question of where to draw the level in terms of how strictly you regulate food safety is really 

very much a national policy decision,ò Mr. Hedley remarked. 

 

He cautioned that the process can be complicated, costly and potentially counter-productive: ñWe 

donôt want to over-regulate and sort of crack a nut with a sledgehammer, if there are not 

substantial food safety problems. 

 

ñThe more you regulate food safety and the more you demand in terms of that side of regulation, 

the more expensive products become, the less people are able to meet those requirements and 

they may be forced out of the business.ò 

 

The aim, the legal expert said, is to step-up protection measures, level the playing field, manage 

the risks involved in food protection, and facilitate trade across the Caribbean. 

 

ñThere is no end point to that, itôs not like there is a single target weôre going to aim for and then 

thatôs it - we can rest on our laurels. New challenges [are] arising all the time. It is a continual 

process of improvement,ò Mr. Hedley said. Yet, compliance is critical to the effectiveness of the 

new standards. 

 

ñ[The EU] wants to make sure that the legislation is properly in place in the country, that with all 

these requirements are not just voluntary but with specific legal requirements to implement these 

food safety procedures and that they are penalties in terms of not complying with them. So, the 
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businesses that donôt comply with them can be taken out of the licensing process,ò he explained. 

 

As the two-man legal team sifted through the paperwork among Caribbean fisheries processors 

and exporters, another team of environmental monitors has been travelling the region, inspecting 

processing plants, cold storage facilities and testing laboratories. 

 

The experts are anxious that the drive towards SPS compliance is not seen solely as jumping 

necessary hoops in the export trade. Mr. Hedley suggests that even if the region becomes 

compliant, there is still no guarantee there would be an appetite for their goods in the EU.  

 

For Dr. Grant, another, often overlooked beneficiary is the Caribbean consumer, who can rely 

more safely on wholesome food from the sea.  
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TOP STORIES 

Fishing Industry Moves To Close Food Gaps 
Published on August 20, 2015 by CRFM  

(FP) 

Fisheries managers, officials, and scientists will meet in Barbados next Monday, August 24, 

and Tuesday, August 25, to pore over technical documents and produce recommendations 

for a new regime for Sanitary and Phytosanitary measures (SPS) in CARICOM member 

states and the Dominican Republic (CARIFORUM).  

 

The two-day meeting is part of ongoing investigation by the Caribbean Regional Fisheries 

Mechanism (CRFM) into food handling policies in 10 Caribbean countries.  

 

Experts have opined that the Caribbean regionôs ability to cash in on a potentially lucrative, 

international export trade in fish and seafood is being held back by huge gaps in measures to 

protect food safety and animal health.  

 

Since starting their work in April, Jamaican SPS expert, Dr. George Grant, and international 

legal consultant Chris Hedley of the United Kingdom, have discovered that in most instances, 

compliance with globally established standards are voluntary ï a worrisome development that 

stops member states from tapping into niche markets overseas and boosting foreign 

exchange earnings. 

 

There are also either no legally binding protocols managing food safety throughout the 

region, or, where they are practised, they are disorganised and informal, the experts 

disclosed. ñItôs the prerogative of the government, or the official, competent authority to 

develop a system whereby the food safety measures can be validated, inspected and can be 

regulated,ò Dr Grant observed. 

 

In two months of national consultations on SPS measures sponsored by the European Union 

(EU) in a number of CARIFORUM nations, Dr. Grant revealed that there are no documented 

and transparent protocols for ensuring safe food handling and monitoring food processes. 
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Several Caribbean nations are yet to include these standards in their national regulatory 

system, something that has long been mandatory in many of the developed nations to which 

regional fisheries and food industries might seek to export. However, the veterinary expert 

and lawyer are developing a region-wide set of food safety and environmental safeguards 

which they hope to unveil for adoption in late August. 

 

ñThe set of protocols we are developing is to have them formally presented and documented 

so that countries can use them as guides to developing their own particular protocols and 

practices,ò Dr. Grant stated. 

 

As they travelled through the region, the team assessed benchmarks for food safety in 

individual countries and are encouraged by the progress towards SPS compliance. The 

experts note that most fish processors have implemented the Hazard Analysis and Critical 

Control Points (HACCP) standard for fish and fish product exports. 

 

However, as the Caribbean fishing industry and food makers seek to take advantage of the 

Economic Partnership Agreement to gain access to markets in the EU, there is an extra layer 

of requirements based on official controls. The grouping is requiring exporting nations to put 

enforceable legislation in place in each country to govern the SPS standards.  

 

Through an EU-funded CRFM project, supported by the Inter-American Institute for 

Cooperation in Agriculture, the team is hoping to establish a uniformed set of procedures 

across the industry. ñThe question of where to draw the level in terms of how strictly you 

regulate food safety is really very much a national policy decision,ò Mr. Hedley remarked. 

 

He cautioned that the process can be complicated, costly and potentially counter-productive: 

ñWe donôt want to over-regulate and sort of crack a nut with a sledgehammer, if there are not 

substantial food safety problems. ñThe more you regulate food safety and the more you 

demand in terms of that side of regulation, the more expensive products become, the less 

people are able to meet those requirements and they may be forced out of the business.ò 

 

The aim, the legal expert said, is to step-up protection measures, level the playing field, 

manage the risks involved in food protection, and facilitate trade across the 

Caribbean. ñThere is no end point to that, itôs not like there is a single target weôre going to 

aim for and then thatôs it - we can rest on our laurels. New challenges [are] arising all the 

time. It is a continual process of improvement,ò Mr. Hedley said. Yet, compliance is critical to 

the effectiveness of the new standards. 

 

ñ[The EU] wants to make sure that the legislation is properly in place in the country, that with 

all these requirements are not just voluntary but with specific legal requirements to implement 

these food safety procedures and that they are penalties in terms of not complying with them. 

So, the businesses that donôt comply with them can be taken out of the licensing process,ò he 

explained. 

 

As the two-man legal team sifted through the paperwork among Caribbean fisheries 

processors and exporters, another team of environmental monitors has been travelling the 

region, inspecting processing plants, cold storage facilities and testing laboratories. 

 

The experts are anxious that the drive towards SPS compliance is not seen solely as jumping 

necessary hoops in the export trade. Mr. Hedley suggests that even if the region becomes 

compliant, there is still no guarantee there would be an appetite for their goods in the EU. For 

Dr. Grant, another, often overlooked beneficiary is the Caribbean consumer, who can rely 

more safely on wholesome food from the sea.   
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http://antiguaobserver.com/barbados -host-regional-conference-on-sanitary-and-phytosanitary-sps-

measures/ 

 

Barbados host regional conference on 
sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS) 
measures  
August 21, 2015 CMC Regional 0 Comments  

 

The Caribbean regionôs ability to cash in on a potentially lucrative, international export trade in fish and 

seafood is being held back by huge gaps in measures to protect food safety and animal health, experts say. 

But  the experts, who are investigating food handling  policies in  ten Caribbean 

countries  for  the  Caribbean  Regional  Fisheries  Mechanism  (CRFM),  are  set  to 

propose  a  new  regime  for  sanitary  and  phytosanitary (SPS) measures  in Caribbean Forum 

(CARIFORUM) countries. 

Since starting their work in April, Jamaican SPS expert Dr. George Grant and international legal consultant 

Chris Hedley of the United Kingdom have discovered that in most instances compliance with globally 

established standards are voluntary ï a worrisome development they say that stops member states from 

tapping into niche markets overseas and boosting foreign exchange earnings. 

The experts said there are either no legally binding protocols managing food safety throughout the region 

or where they are practised they are disorganised and informal. 

ñItôs the prerogative of the government, or the official, competent authority to develop a system whereby 

the food safety measures can be validated, inspected and can be regulated,ò Grant said. 

http://antiguaobserver.com/barbados-host-regional-conference-on-sanitary-and-phytosanitary-sps-measures/
http://antiguaobserver.com/barbados-host-regional-conference-on-sanitary-and-phytosanitary-sps-measures/
http://antiguaobserver.com/category/news/regional_news/
http://antiguaobserver.com/barbados-host-regional-conference-on-sanitary-and-phytosanitary-sps-measures/#disqus_thread
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Grant said after two months of national consultations on SPS measures sponsored by the European Union 

in a number of CARIFORUM nations, there are no documented and transparent protocols for ensuring safe 

food handling and monitoring food processes. 

Several Caribbean nations are yet to include these standards in their national regulatory system, something 

that has long been mandatory in many of the developed nations to which regional fisheries and food 

industries might seek to export. 

But the two-man team of veterinary expert and lawyer are developing a region-wide set of food safety and 

environmental safeguards which they hope to unveil for adoption in late August. 

ñThe set of protocols we are developing is to have them formally presented and documented so that 

countries can use them as guides to developing their own particular protocols and practices,ò Grant said. 

Fisheries managers, officials, scientists are expected to meet in Barbados on August 24 and 25 to pore over 

technical documents the SPS experts will produce, and their recommendations. 

Hedley describes it as tool kit or resource paper which can be taken forward. 

ñThis is a technical assistance project providing technical documents; actually they have to be developed in 

the real world politics and law and national sovereignty and go through the proper processes at the national 

levels and at the regional levels.ò 
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The Caribbean regionôs ability to cash in on a potentially lucrative, international export trade in 

fish and seafood is being held back by huge gaps in measures to protect food safety and animal 

health, experts say, according to the Caribbean Regional Fisheries Mechanism (CRFM). 

 

But  the experts, who are investigating food handling   policies in  ten Caribbean 

countries  for  the  CRFM,  are  set  to 

propose  a  new  regime  for  sanitary  and  phytosanitary  ï  SPS  ï  measures  in CARIFORUM 

states. 

 

Since starting their work in April, Jamaican SPS expert Dr. George Grant and international legal 

consultant Chris Hedley of the United Kingdom have discovered that in most instances 

compliance with globally established standards are voluntary ï a worrisome development they 

say that stops member states from tapping into niche markets overseas and boosting foreign 

exchange earnings. 

 

http://www.caribnewsdesk.com/news/10598-caribbean-fishing-industry-moves-to-close-food-safety-gaps-expand-markets?tmpl=component&print=1
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http://www.caribnewsdesk.com/media/k2/items/cache/174066f57e5ccdbcddbc9ee5a30ce201_XL.jpg?t=-62169984000
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There are also either no legally binding protocols managing food safety throughout the region or 

where they are practised they are disorganised and informal, say the experts.  

 

ñItôs the prerogative of the government, or the official, competent authority to develop a system 

whereby the food safety measures can be validated, inspected and can be regulated,ò Dr Grant 

says. 

 

In two months of national consultations on SPS measures sponsored by the European Union in a 

number of CARIFORUM nations, Dr. Grant said there are no documented and transparent 

protocols for ensuring safe food handling and monitoring food processes. Several Caribbean 

nations are yet to include these standards in their national regulatory system, somet hing that 

has long been mandatory in many of the developed nations to which regional fisheries and food 

industries might seek to export.  

 

But the two -man team of veterinary expert and lawyer as developing a region -wide set of food 

safety and environmental safeguards which they hope to unveil for adoption in late August.  ñThe 

set of protocols we are developing is to have them formally presented and documented so that 

countries can use them as guides to developing their own particular protocols and practices,ò Dr. 

Grant says. 

 

As they travelled through Caribbean Community (CARICOM) member states and the Dominican 

Republic which make up the CARIFORUM group of nations, the team assessed benchmarks for 

food safety in individual countries.  

 

The news of the progress towards SPS compliance is encouraging. The experts note that most 

fish processors have implemented the Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Points (HACCP) 

standard for fish and fish product exports.  

 

But as the Caribbean fishing industry and food makers seek to take advantage of the Economic 

Partnership Agreement (EPA) to gain access to markets in European Union, there is an extra 

layer of requirements based on official controls. 

The EU is requiring exporting nation put enforceable legislation in place in each country to 

govern the SPS standards.  

 

Through an EU-funded CRFM project, supported by the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation 

in Agriculture (IICA), the team is hoping to establish a uniformed set of procedures across the 

industry. ñThe question of where to draw the level in terms of how strictly you regulate food 

safety is really very much a national policy decision,ò Hedley says. 

 

He cautioned that the process can be complicated, costly and potentially counter-productive: 

ñWe donôt want to over-regulate and sort of crack a nut with a sledgehammer, if there are not 

substantial food safety problems. 

 

ñThe more you regulate food safety and the stricter and more you demand in terms of that side 

of regulation, the more expensive products become, the  less people are able to meet those 

requirements and they may be forced out of the business.ò 

 

The aim, the legal expert says, is to step up protection measures, level the playing field, manage 

the risks involved in food protection and facilitate trade acr oss the Caribbean. 
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ñThere is no end point to that, itôs not like there is a single target weôre going to aim for and 

then thatôs it - we can rest on our laurels. New challenges [are] arising all the time. It is a 

continual process of improvement,ò Hedley adds. 

Yet, compliance is critical to the effectiveness of the new standards. 

 

ñ[The EU] want to make sure that the legislation is properly in place in the country, that with all 

these requirements are not just voluntary but with specific legal requirements  to implement 

these food safety procedures and that they are sort of penalties in terms of not complying with 

them. So the businesses that donôt comply with them can be taken out of the licensing process.ò 

 

SPS legislation will need to be backed up by a system of government checks, controls and 

monitoring systems, says the SPS legal expert. 

 

As the two-man legal team sifted through the paperwork ï or lack of it ï among Caribbean 

fisheries processors and exporters, another team of environmental monitors has been travelling 

the region, inspecting processing plants, cold storage facilities and testing laboratories. 

 

But the experts are anxious that the drive towards SPS compliance is not seen solely as jumping 

necessary hoops in the export trade. Hedley suggests that even if the region becomes compliant 

there is still no guarantee there would be an appetite for their goods in the EU. For Grant, 

another, often overlooked beneficiary is the Caribbean consumer who can rely more safely on 

wholesome food from the sea. 

 

Fisheries managers, officials, scientists are expected to meet in Barbados on August 24 and 25 

to pore over technical documents the SPS experts will produce, and their recommendations. 

Hedley describes it as tool kit or resource paper which can be taken forward. 

 

ñThis is a technical assistance project providing technical documents; actually they have to be 

developed in the real world politics and law and national sovereignty and go through the proper 

processes at the national levels and at the regional levels.ò  
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BRIDGETOWN, Barbados, Aug 21, CMC - The Caribbean regionôs ability to cash in on a 
potentially lucrative, international export trade in fish and seafood is being held back by 
huge gaps in measures to protect food safety and animal health, experts say. 
But  the experts, who are investigating food handling  policies in  ten Caribbean 
countries  for  the  Caribbean  Regional  Fisheries  Mechanism  (CRFM),  are  set  to 
propose  a  new  regime  for  sanitary  and  phytosanitary (SPS) measures  in Caribbean Forum 
(CARIFORUM) countries. 
Since starting their work in April, Jamaican SPS expert Dr. George Grant and international legal 
consultant Chris Hedley of the United Kingdom have discovered that in most instances 
compliance with globally established standards are voluntary ï a worrisome development they 
say that stops member states from tapping into niche markets overseas and boosting foreign 
exchange earnings. 
The experts said there are either no legally binding protocols managing food safety throughout 
the region or where they are practised they are disorganised and informal. 
ñItôs the prerogative of the government, or the official, competent authority to develop a system 
whereby the food safety measures can be validated, inspected and can be regulated,ò Grant 
said. 
Grant said after two months of national consultations on SPS measures sponsored by the 
European Union in a number of CARIFORUM nations, there are no documented and transparent 
protocols for ensuring safe food handling and monitoring food processes. 
Several Caribbean nations are yet to include these standards in their national regulatory system, 
something that has long been mandatory in many of the developed nations to which regional 
fisheries and food industries might seek to export. 
But the two-man team of veterinary expert and lawyer are developing a region-wide set of food 
safety and environmental safeguards which they hope to unveil for adoption in late August. 
ñThe set of protocols we are developing is to have them formally presented and documented so 
that countries can use them as guides to developing their own particular protocols and practices,ò 
Grant said. 

http://cananewsonline.com/news/full-news/110811-caribbean-fisheries-barbados-host-regional-conference-on-for-sanitary-and-phytosanitary-sps-measures.html
http://cananewsonline.com/news/full-news/110811-caribbean-fisheries-barbados-host-regional-conference-on-for-sanitary-and-phytosanitary-sps-measures.html
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Fisheries managers, officials, scientists are expected to meet in Barbados on August 24 and 
25 to pore over technical documents the SPS experts will produce, and their recommendations. 
Hedley describes it as tool kit or resource paper which can be taken forward. 
ñThis is a technical assistance project providing technical documents; actually they have to be 
developed in the real world politics and law and national sovereignty and go through the proper 
processes at the national levels and at the regional levels.ò 

CMC/jg/ir/2015 
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Fishing Industry Needs Formal Approach 
Published on August 24, 2015 by Sharon Austin 

(FP) 

The informal nature of the fishing industry in the Caribbean is placing restrictions on its growth. 
 
This view was expressed today by Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Agriculture, Food, Fisheries 
and Water Resource Management, Esworth Reid. 
 
He was addressing the two-day Regional Validation Workshop of the Fisheries Component of the EU 
Funded Sanitary and Phyto-Sanitary Measures Project, at the Accra Beach Resort and Spa. 
 
Mr. Reid said there was a need for a more formal business and corporate approach to the fishing 
industry, especially at the primary level, for it to grow and develop. He expressed the view that the 
percentage contribution fish harvesting makes to the GDP of countries such as Barbados was highly 
underestimated or not estimated at all. 
 
He continued: ñRecords on the landing of fish, the amounts distributed for retail or processing are 
badly kept in many countries or not kept at all and thus the true contribution that the industry makes to 
the GDP of our nations cannot be accurately determined or reflected in statements on the estimation 
of the GDP. 
 
ñIf the region is to fully realise the potential benefits of vibrant and viable fishing industries, and this 
includes benefits as major foreign exchange earners, we must first move to ensure that the informal 
economic activities associated with this potential growth industry be transformed and integrated into 
the economy as a formal economic sub-sector.ò 
 
According to him, this move would not only set the stage for the creation of a better recording system 
to monitor and evaluate all economic activities in the industry and contributions to the GDP of member 
states, but it would also give governments a better view of the amount of revenue they should be 
collecting in the form of taxes and fees. 
 
ñFurthermore, the formalisation of all activities in this industry, especially at the level of harvesting, 
may very well work to reduce the chances of vessels at the individual level being registered as fishing 

http://gisbarbados.gov.bb/index.php?categoryid=9&p2_articleid=14598
http://gisbarbados.gov.bb/index.php?categoryid=9&p2_articleid=14598
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boats and then being used for something other than fishing, for example, movement of illegal drugs or 
firearms.ò 
 
Mr. Reid also expressed the view that the region should allow legitimate fishermen to operate their 
legitimately registered vessels without hindrance anywhere in the Caribbean, but subject to set rules 
and a set fee or levy paid either to the member state in whose water the vessel is operating or to a 
central regional body agency established by CARICOM. 
 
ñThe proceeds from the fees and levies collected by this agency can then be divided and distributed 
among the member states based on an agreed formula by the member states involved,ò he stated. He 
added that such an agency might also serve as a monitoring and evaluating mechanism to manage 
fishing activities in the region. 

sharon.austingill-moore@barbados.gov.bb 
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Permanent secretary in the Ministry of Agriculture Esworth Reid. (FP)  

 
THE INFORMAL NATURE of the fishing industry in the Caribbean is placing 
restrictions on its growth. 
 

This view was expressed today by Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Food, Fisheries and Water Resource Management, Esworth Reid, as he 
addressed the two-day Regional Validation Workshop of the Fisheries Component of 
the EU Funded Sanitary and Phyto-Sanitary Measures Project, at the Accra Beach 
Resort and Spa. 
Reid said there was a need for a more formal business and corporate approach to 
the fishing industry, especially at the primary level, for it to grow and develop. He 
expressed the view that the percentage contribution fish harvesting makes to the 
GDP of countries such as Barbados was highly underestimated or not estimated at 
all. 
He continued: ñRecords on the landing of fish, the amounts distributed for retail or 
processing are badly kept in many countries or not kept at all and thus the true 

http://www.nationnews.com/nationnews/news/71475/fishing-industry-formal-approach
http://www.nationnews.com/nationnews/news/71475/fishing-industry-formal-approach
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contribution that the industry makes to the GDP of our nations cannot be accurately 
determined or reflected in statements on the estimation of the GDP. 
 ñIf the region is to fully realise the potential benefits of vibrant and viable fishing 
industries, and this includes benefits as major foreign exchange earners, we must 
first move to ensure that the informal economic activities associated with this 
potential growth industry be transformed and integrated into the economy as a 
formal economic sub-sector.ò 
According to him, this move would not only set the stage for the creation of a better 
recording system to monitor and evaluate all economic activities in the industry and 
contributions to the GDP of member states, but it would also give governments a 
better view of the amount of revenue they should be collecting in the form of taxes 
and fees. 
ñFurthermore, the formalisation of all activities in this industry, especially at the level 
of harvesting, may very well work to reduce the chances of vessels at the individual 
level being registered as fishing boats and then being used for something other than 
fishing, for example, movement of illegal drugs or firearms.ò 
Reid also expressed the view that the region should allow legitimate fishermen to 
operate their legitimately registered vessels without hindrance anywhere in the 
Caribbean, but subject to set rules and a set fee or levy paid either to the member 
state in whose water the vessel is operating or to a central regional body agency 
established by CARICOM. 
ñThe proceeds from the fees and levies collected by this agency can then be divided 
and distributed among the member states based on an agreed formula by the 
member states involved,ò he stated. 
He added that such an agency might also serve as a monitoring and evaluating 
mechanism to manage fishing activities in the region. (BGIS) 
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The Caribbean can benefit from 

exporting fish-based products 

 

This is the belief of Acting Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Agriculture, Food, Fisheries and 

Water Resource Management, Esworth Reid. 

He explained that ñthe abundance of fish that live in our waters offer great investment and foreign 

exchange earning potentialò. 

ñThere is a wide variety of fish-based products along the value added chain that can be derived from fish 

harvested in Caribbean waters and that hold great potential for export ï frozen fish fillets, fish burgers, 

sausages, canned fish, canned soups, fish oils, to name a few,ò he continued. 

The Acting Permanent Secretary highlighted the slowness of the region to take up this opportunity. 

ñDespite the abundance of sea water that surrounds us and the high population of fish that may be in our 

waters, I have not yet seen or heard of a can of tuna or any other fish labelled óProduced in Barbadosô, 

óProduced in Trinidadô or produced any other country of the region. I believe that I would be correct to say 

that all of the canned fish consumed in the region is imported,ò he lamented. 

He was speaking at the two-day Regional Validation Workshop of the Fisheries Component of the EU 

Funded Sanitary and Phyto-Sanitary Measures Project, at the Accra Beach Resort and Spa. 

Tags:  
Esworth Reid 

Fisheries 
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Follow the fish  
fisheries official calls for policy to be implemented  

Added by Emmanuel  Joseph  on August 25, 2015. 

Saved under CARICOM, Regional  

 

A leading official in the Ministry of Agriculture, Food, Fisheries and Water Resource Management has 

called for an integrated economic space and a policy of open sea resources in the Caribbean Community 

(CARICOM) that will allow regional fisherfolk to ñfollow the fish wherever they goò in Caribbean 

waters without the threat of arrest and confiscation of their catch hanging over them. 

Several Barbadian fishermen have been arrested in Trinidad and Tobago over the past several years after 

they allegedly chased fish into Trinidadôs territorial waters. 

 
Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Agriculture, Esworth Reid and  Executive Director with the 

Caribbean Regional Fisheries Mechanism, Milton Haughton.  

http://www.barbadostoday.bb/2015/08/25/follow-the-fish/
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Speaking today at the opening of a two-day regional fisheries workshop at Accra Beach Resort, 

outspoken Permanent Secretary Esworth Reid said CARICOM governments ought to agree on protocols 

that would allow fishermen from one member country to fish in the waters of another state. 

ñI believe that the time has come where the countries in the region can come together as an integrated 

economic space and agree to institute a policy of open sea resources to all members of the region,ò the 

top public officer said. 

ñOur regional fishermen should therefore be allowed to follow the fish wherever they go in the 

Caribbean once the correct fee or levy is paidò to a central regional agency. 

He said the regional agency would set the rules under which ñlegitimate fishermenò would operate in 

order to ensure that the sovereign rights of the individual member states, especially their rights to the 

resources in the sea that immediately surround them, were not compromised. 

Reid added that the agency would also collect the necessary fees, which could be distributed among the 

member countries based on an agreed formula. 

ñIt is my opinion and it is just my opinion and does not reflect the opinion of the Ministry and that of the 

Minister, that as a region we should allow legitimate fishermen to operate their legitimately registered 

vessels, without hindrance, anywhere in the Caribbean, but subject to set rules and a set fee or levy paid 

either to the member state in which waters the vessel is operating or to a central regional body or agency 

established by CARICOM. 

ñSuch an agency may also serve to be a monitoring and evaluating mechanism to manage fishing 

activities in the region. I believe such can help to develop fishing and I am referring here to fish 

harvesting as a regional industry where all member states benefit rather than a national industry where 

fishermen are restricted to any defined small space to fish,ò said the Permanent Secretary, who suggested 

that a regional approach to fishing would allow for free movement within Caribbean waters. 

The workshop is designed to validate the recommendations of consultants who analyzed the fisheries 

component of a $27 million European Union (EU)-funded project to better equip the forum of the 

Caribbean Group of African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) States (CARIFORUM) to comply with strict 

sanitary and phytosanitary rules when exporting food products to the EU. (EJ) 

  

BARBADOS TODAY  
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Esworth Reid 

BRIDGETOWN, Barbados, Aug. 24, CMC - Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Esworth Reid, has called for a more formal business and corporate approach 
to the region's fishing industry in order to enable growth. 
Reid made the statement on Monday, in an address at a two day Regional Validation Workshop 
of the Fisheries Component of the EU Funded Sanitary and PhytoSanitary Measures Project, being 
held here . 
  
He said the percentage contribution fish harvesting makes to the GDP of countries such as 
Barbados, was highly underestimated or not estimated at all. 
  
ñRecords on the landing of fish, the amounts distributed for retail or processing are badly kept in 
many countries or not kept at all and thus the true contribution that the industry makes to the GDP 
(Gross Domestic Product) of our nations cannot be accurately determined or reflected in 
statements on the estimation of the GDP.ò 
  
He said in order for the region to realise the potential benefits of vibrant and viable fishing 
industriesé ñwe must first move to ensure that the informal economic activities associated with 
this potential growth industry be transformed and integrated into the economy as a formal 
economic sub-sector.ò 
  
He added that the move would not only set the stage for the creation of a better recording system 
to monitor and evaluate all economic activities in the industry and contributions to the GDP of 
member states, but it would also give governments a better view of the amount of revenue they 
should be collecting in the form of taxes and fees. 
Reid also said the region should allow legitimate fishermen to operate their legitimately registered 
vessels without hindrance anywhere in the Caribbean, but subject to set rules and a set fee or levy 

http://cananewsonline.com/news/full-news/110901-barbados-fishing-caribbean-urged-to-take-a-more-formal-approach-to-fishing-industry.html
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http://cananewsonline.com/
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paid either to the member state in whose water the vessel is operating or to a central regional body 
agency established by  the Caribbean Community (CARICOM). 
  
ñThe proceeds from the fees and levies collected by this agency can then be divided and distributed 
among the member states based on an agreed formula by the member states involved,ò he stated. 
  
CMC/kb/2015 
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Delegates at meeting to upgrade food safety systems 

BRIDGETOWN, Barbados, Aug 26, CMC ï A two-day meeting aimed at introducing a new 
regime for safe seafood for local and international consumption has ended here with 
delegates acknowledging that they were at the very early stages of introducing this new 
policy. 
The meeting is part of an European Union-funded project to help Caribbean Forum 
(CARIFORUM) countries introduce laws, regulations and a governance system to guarantee safe 
seafood for export to EU markets and beyond. 
The project, which is being carried out by the Caribbean Regional Fisheries Mechanism (CRFM) 
and supported by the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation in Agriculture (IICA), aims to 
improve food safety standards to enable CARIFORUM fish exporters to take up trading 
opportunities under the EU Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA). 
ñDeveloped countries ï the EU, United States, Canada é all have standards that you must meet 
in order to export to their market,ò said Milton Haughton, CRFM executive director. 
ñIn our countries we may not meet all those standards currently and so we want to put in place 
the systems which are quite complicated to be able to enter those markets to satisfy their 
requirements so that our products can be exported.ò 

The EU is requiring exporting nations put enforceable legislation in place in each country to 
govern SPS standards.  
ñThe experts here (were) discussing the regulations, the human resources (and) the institutional 
arrangements that are required to monitor, evaluate (and) test for various pathogens, and to 
ensure that we do have a good system in place that meets with international best practice.ò 
Haughton said. 
So far, compliance with globally established standards in the region is voluntary ,a worrisome 
development that experts say is stopping member states from tapping into niche markets 
overseas and boosting foreign exchange earnings. 

http://cananewsonline.com/news/full-news/110934-caribbean-fishing-caribbean-fishing-industry-ends-meeting-on-upgrading-food-safety-systems.html
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A two-month long assessment by international consultants has exposed large gaps in legally 
binding protocols managing food safety throughout the region. 
The meeting discussed how to introduce a region-wide set of food safety and environmental 
safeguards which were presented for review by a team of legal and scientific consultants who 
moved through the region assessing the state of industry over the last two months. 
As they travelled through CARIFORUM group of nations ï the 15-member Caribbean Community 
(CARICOM) and the Dominican Republic - a team of consultants from Jamaica, Britain and 
Iceland inspected processing plants, cold storage facilities and testing laboratories. 
Haughton expressed the hope that adopting SPS measures region-wide could also have spinoff 
benefits for local consumers. 
ñItôs not only about exporting and earning exchange; itôs also ensuring that our people have 
healthy and safe fish and seafood to eat,ò he added. 
ñGiven the challenges that we have in this region for economic development, employment and 
earning foreign exchange, we have to make use of all the resources that we have including 
ensuring that we can get good prices for our fish and also have safe fish and seafood for our own 
people.ò 

Belize, one of the regionôs leading fish and seafood exporters, is hoping to learn from other 
CARIFORUM countries represented at the meeting while offering to sharing information with 
smaller exporting nations that would help improve food safety standards. 
ñFor the first time, weôre having a forum where we could start discussing (SPS) issues as a 
region,ò said Delilah Cabb Ayala, SPS Coordinator for the Belize Agricultural Health Authority 
(BAHA). 
 ñEach country has been looking at their own legislation, trying to ensure that they make the 
necessary amendments, just to be able to have access to the EU and the other trading partners 
with which we are currently trading.ò 
Last year, Belize exported an estimated US$44 million in shrimp alone from total exports worth 
US$64 million. 
Cabb Ayala said the regional effort to harmonise SPS rules across CARIFORUM will be a 
ñlengthy processò but with nations such as Belize ahead of others,  she is hoping that proposals 
will emerge that ñtake into account all the different levels that we are dealing with within the 
region. 
 ñ(This) meeting to ensure that we have harmonised procedures is a good thing. Additionally, it 
allows for technical experts to bring to the fore their current situations, and at that level try to 
come up with proposals that can actually be implemented at the national levels. 
ñWe could learn from other countries.  In the discussions, I said I will be sharing some 
information that we are implementing in Belize. So countries could look at our proposal and if it is 
for them adaptable, they could readily move with that.ò 

The meeting considered strategic priorities at the national and regional level and began 
discussions on a governance structure for food safety and fisheries. 
The officials also considered how to integrate their work into the development of the fledgling 
Caribbean Agricultural Health and Food Safety Agency (CAHFSA) based in Guyana and the 
progress towards the setting up of national health and food safety authorities. 
CMC/jg/ir/2015 
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BRIDGETOWN, Barbados, August 25, (CRFM) ï Industry figures and government officials from across the 
Caribbean fishing industry Tuesday wrapped up two days of talks here acknowledging they were at the very early 
stages of introducing a new regime for safe seafood for local and international consumption. 

  

The two-day meeting is part of a European Union-funded project to help CARIFORUM countries introduce laws, 
regulations and a governance system to guarantee safe seafood for export to EU markets and beyond. 

The project, which is being carried out by the Caribbean Regional Fisheries Mechanism (CRFM) and 
supported by the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation in Agriculture (IICA), aims to ramp up food 
safety standards to enable CARIFORUM fish exporters to take up trading opportunities under the EU 
Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA). 

ñDeveloped countries ï the EU, United States, Canada é all have standards that you must meet in 
order to export to their market,ò said Milton Haughton, CRFM executive director. ñIn our countries we 
may not meet all those standards currently and so we want to put in place the systems which are quite 
complicated to be able to enter those markets to satisfy their requirements so that our products can be 
exported.ò 

The EU is requiring exporting nations put enforceable legislation in place in each country to govern SPS 
standards. 
ñThe experts here (were) discussing the regulations, the human resources (and) the institutional 
arrangements that are required to monitor, evaluate (and) test for various pathogens, and to ensure 
that we do have a good system in place that meets with international best practice.ò Haughton said. 

So far, compliance with globally established standards in the region is voluntary ï a worrisome 
development that experts say is stopping member states from tapping into niche markets overseas and 
boosting foreign exchange earnings.  

A two-month long assessment by international consultants has exposed large gaps in legally binding protocols 
managing food safety throughout the region. 

http://ctntworld.com/cnews2/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=16695:caribbean-fishing-industry-ends-meeting-on-upgrading-food-safety-systems&catid=137:c-news&Itemid=707
http://ctntworld.com/cnews2/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=16695:caribbean-fishing-industry-ends-meeting-on-upgrading-food-safety-systems&catid=137:c-news&Itemid=707
http://ctntworld.com/cnews2/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=16695:caribbean-fishing-industry-ends-meeting-on-upgrading-food-safety-systems&catid=137:c-news&Itemid=707
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The meeting discussed how to introduce a region-wide set of food safety and environmental safeguards 
which were presented for review by a team of legal and scientific consultants who moved through the 
region assessing the state of industry over the last two months. 

As they travelled through CARIFORUM group of nations ï the 15-member Caribbean Community 
(CARICOM) and the Dominican Republic - a team of consultants from Jamaica, Britain and Iceland 
inspected processing plants, cold storage facilities and testing laboratories. 

The CRFM head expressed the hope that adopting SPS measures region-wide could also have spinoff 
benefits for local consumers. 

ñItôs not only about exporting and earning exchange; itôs also ensuring that our people have healthy and 
safe fish and seafood to eat,ò he added. ñGiven the challenges that we have in this region for economic 
development, employment and earning foreign exchange, we have to make use of all the resources 
that we have including ensuring that we can get good prices for our fish and also have safe fish and 
seafood for our own people.ò 

Belize, one of the regionôs leading fish and seafood exporters, is hoping to learn from other 
CARIFORUM countries represented at the meeting while offering to sharing information with smaller 
exporting nations that would help improve food safety standards. 

ñFor the first time, weôre having a forum where we could start discussing (SPS) issues as a region,ò said 
Delilah Cabb Ayala, SPS Coordinator for the Belize Agricultural Health Authority (BAHA). ñEach country 
has been looking at their own legislation, trying to ensure that they make the necessary amendments, 
just to be able to have access to the EU and the other trading partners with which we are currently 
trading.ò 

Last year, Belize exported an estimated 44 million US dollars in shrimp alone from total exports worth 
64 million US dollars. 

Cabb Ayala said the regional effort to harmonise SPS rules across CARIFORUM will be a ñlengthy 
processò but with nations such as Belize ahead of others, she is hoping that proposals will emerge that 
ñtake into account all the different levels that we are dealing with within the region. 

She continued: ñ(This) meeting to ensure that we have harmonised procedures is a good thing. 
Additionally, it allows for technical experts to bring to the fore their current situations, and at that level 
try to come up with proposals that can actually be implemented at the national levels. 

ñWe could learn from other countries. In the discussions, I said I will be sharing some information that 
we are implementing in Belize. So countries could look at our proposal and if it is for them adaptable, 
they could readily move with that.ò 

The two-day meeting posed questions regarding primary and secondary legislation, including coming 
food safety laws and protocols, processes for appeals, and procedures for licensing, export and 
controls. 

The meeting considered strategic priorities at the national and regional level and began discussions on 
a governance structure for food safety and fisheries. The officials also considered how to integrate their 
work into the development of the fledgling Caribbean Agricultural Health and Food Safety Agency 
(CAHFSA) based in Suriname and the progress towards the setting up of national health and food 
safety authorities. 

  

- Caribbean Regional Fisheries Mechanism (CRFM) 
Written by C News  
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BRIDGETOWN, Barbados, Aug 27 2015 ï Industry figures and  government officials 

from across the Caribbean fishing industry have wrapped up two days of talks here 

acknowledging they were at the very early stages of introducing a new regime for safe 

seafood for local and international consumption. 

The two-day meeting is part of a European Union-funded project to help CARIFORUM 

countries introduce laws, regulations and a governance system to guarantee safe 

seafood for export to EU markets and beyond. 

http://caribbeannewsservice.com/now/caribbean-fishing-industry-ends-meeting-on-upgrading-food-safety-systems/
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The project, which is being carried out by the Caribbean Regional Fisheries Mechanism 

(CRFM) and supported by the Inter-American  Institute for Cooperation in Agriculture 

(IICA), aims to ramp up food safety standards to enable CARIFORUM fish exporters to 

take up trading opportunities under the EU Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA). 

ñDeveloped countries ï the EU, United States, Canada é all have standards that you 

must meet in order to export to their market,ò said Milton Haughton, CRFM executive 

director. ñIn our countries we may not meet all those standards currently and so we want 

to put in place the systems which are quite complicated to be able to enter those 

markets to satisfy their requirements so that our products can 

be exported.ò 

The EU is requiring exporting nations put enforceable legislation in place in each country 

to govern SPS standards. 

ñThe experts here (were) discussing the regulations, the human resources (and) the 

institutional arrangements that are required to  monitor, evaluate (and) test for various 

pathogens, and to ensure that we do have a good system in place that meets with 

international best practice.ò Haughton said. 

So far, compliance with globally established standards in the region is voluntary ï a 

worrisome development that experts say is stopping member states from tapping into 

niche markets overseas and boosting foreign exchange earnings. 

A two-month long assessment by international consultants has exposed large gaps in 

legally binding protocols managing food safety throughout the region. 

The meeting discussed how to introduce a region-wide set of food safety and 

environmental safeguards which were presented for review by a team of legal and 

scientific consultants who moved through the 

region assessing the state of industry over the last two months. 

As they travelled through CARIFORUM group of nations ï the 15-member Caribbean 

Community (CARICOM) and the Dominican Republic ï a team of consultants from 

Jamaica, Britain and Iceland inspected processing plants, cold storage facilities and 

testing laboratories. 

The CRFM head expressed the hope that adopting SPS measures region-wide could 

also have spinoff benefits for local consumers. 
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ñItôs not only about exporting and earning exchange; itôs also ensuring that our people 

have healthy and safe fish and seafood to eat,ò he added. ñGiven the challenges that we 

have in this region or economic development, employment and earning foreign 

exchange, we  have to make use of all the resources that we have including 

ensuring that we can get good prices for our fish and also have safe fish and seafood for 

our own people.ò 

Belize, one of the regionôs leading fish and seafood exporters, is hoping to learn from 

other CARIFORUM countries represented at the meeting while offering to sharing 

information with smaller exporting nations that would help improve food safety 

standards. 

ñFor the first time, weôre having a forum where we could start discussing (SPS) issues as 

a region,ò said Delilah Cabb Ayala, SPS Coordinator for the Belize Agricultural Health 

Authority (BAHA). 

ñEach country has been looking at their own legislation, trying to ensure that they make 

the necessary amendments, just to be able to have access to the EU and the other 

trading partners with which we are 

currently trading.ò 

Last year, Belize exported an estimated 44 million US dollars in shrimp alone from total 

exports worth 64 million US dollars. 

Cabb Ayala said the regional effort to harmonise SPS rules across CARIFORUM will be 

a ñlengthy processò but with nations such as Belize ahead of others,  she is hoping that 

proposals will emerge that ñtake into account all the different levels that we are dealing 

with within the region. 

She continued: ñ(This) meeting to ensure that we have harmonized procedures is a good 

thing. Additionally, it allows for technical experts to bring to the fore their current 

situations, and at that level try to come up with proposals that can actually be 

implemented at the national levels. 

ñWe could learn from other countries.  In the discussions, I said I will be sharing some 

information that we are implementing in Belize. So countries could look at our proposal 

and if it is for them adaptable, they could readily move with that.ò 
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The two-day meeting posed questions regarding primary and secondary legislation, 

including coming food safety laws and protocols, processes for appeals, and procedures 

for licensing, export and controls. 

The meeting considered strategic priorities at the national and regional level and began 

discussions on a governance structure for food safety and fisheries. The officials also 

considered how to integrate their work into the development of the fledgling 

Caribbean Agricultural Health and Food Safety Agency (CAHFSA) based in Guyana and 

the progress towards the setting up of national health and food safety authorities. 
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Home  Business  Hereôs why most Caribbean seafood canôt leave the region 

BRIDGETOWN, Barbados, August 27, 2015 ð The Caribbean regionôs ability to 

cash in on a potentially lucrative, international export trade in fish and seafood is 

being held back by huge gaps in measures to protect food safety and animal 

health, experts say.  

But  the experts, who are investigating food handling  policies in  ten Caribbean 

countries  for  the  Caribbean  Regional  Fisheries  Mechanism  (CRFM),  are  set  

to propose  a  new  regime  for  sanitary  and  phytosanitary (SPS) measures  in 

CARIFORUM states. 

Since starting their work in April, Jamaican SPS expert Dr. George Grant and 

international legal consultant Chris Hedley of the United Kingdom have discovered 

that in most instances, compliance with globally established standards are 

voluntary ï a worrisome development, they say, that stops member states from 

tapping into niche markets overseas and boosting foreign exchange earnings. 

http://www.antillean.org/caribbean-seafood-fish-sps-standards-246/
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There are also either no legally binding protocols managing food safety 

throughout the region, and where they are practised they are disorganised and 

informal, say the experts. 

ñItôs the prerogative of the government, or the competent authorities to develop a 

system whereby the food safety measures can be validated, inspected and 

regulated,ò said Dr Grant. He further added that in two months of national 

consultations on SPS measures in a number of CARIFORUM nations, there 

were no documented and transparent protocols for ensuring safe food handling 

and monitoring food processes. 

Caribbean regional gaps: Several Caribbean nations are yet to include 

SPS standards in their national regulatory system, something that has long been 

mandatory in many of the developed nations to which regional fisheries and food 

industries might seek to export. 

But the two-man team of veterinary expert and lawyer are developing a region-

wide set of food safety and environmental safeguards which they hope to unveil 

for adoption in late August. 

ñThe set of protocols we are developing is to have them formally presented and 

documented so that countries can use them as guides to developing their own 

particular protocols and practices,ò Dr. Grant said. 

As they travelled through Caribbean Community (CARICOM) member states and 

the Dominican Republic which make up the CARIFORUM group of nations, the 

team assessed benchmarks for food safety in individual countries. 

The news of the progress towards SPS compliance is encouraging. The experts 

note that most fish processors have implemented the Hazard Analysis and Critical 

Control Points (HACCP) standard for fish and fish product exports. 

EU requirements: As the Caribbean fishing industry and food makers seek to 

take advantage of the EU Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) to gain access 

to markets in European Union, there is an extra layer of requirements based on 

official controls. 
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The EU is requiring exporting nation put enforceable legislation in place in each 

country to govern the SPS standards.  

Through an EU-funded CRFM project, supported by the Inter-American Institute 

for Cooperation in Agriculture (IICA), the team is hoping to establish a uniformed 

set of procedures across the industry. 

ñThe question of where to draw the level in terms of how strictly you regulate food 

safety is really very much a national policy decision,ò Hedley says. 

He cautioned that the process can be complicated, costly and potentially counter-

productive: ñWe donôt want to over-regulate and sort of crack a nut with a 

sledgehammer, if there are not substantial food safety problems. 

ñThe more you regulate food safety and the stricter and more you 
demand in terms of that side of regulation, the more expensive 
products become, the less people are able to meet those 
requirements and they may be forced out of the business.ò 

ð Chris Hedley, International Legal Consultant, SPS Project 

The aim, the legal expert says, is to step up protection measures, level the playing 

field, manage the risks involved in food protection and facilitate trade across the 

Caribbean. 

ñThere is no end point to that, itôs not like there is a single target weôre going to 

aim for and then thatôs it ï we can rest on our laurels. New challenges [are] arising 

all the time. It is a continual process of improvement,ò Hedley adds. 

Yet, compliance is critical to the effectiveness of the new standards. 

ñ[The EU] want to make sure that the legislation is properly in place in the country, 

that with all these requirements are not just voluntary but with specific legal 

requirements to implement these food safety procedures and that they are sort of 

penalties in terms of not complying with them. So the businesses that donôt 

comply with them can be taken out of the licensing process.ò 
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SPS legislation will need to be backed up by a system of government checks, 

controls and monitoring systems, the SPS legal expert cautioned. 

As the two-man legal team sifted through the paperwork ï or lack of it ï among 

Caribbean fisheries processors and exporters, another team of environmental 

monitors has been travelling the region, inspecting processing plants, cold storage 

facilities and testing laboratories. 

But the experts are anxious that the drive towards SPS compliance is not seen 

solely as jumping necessary hoops in the export trade. Hedley suggests that even 

if the region becomes compliant there is still no guarantee there would be an 

appetite for their goods in the EU. For Grant, another often-overlooked beneficiary 

is the Caribbean consumer who can rely more safely on wholesome food from the 

sea. 
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Caribbean fishing industry ends meeting on food 

safety systems 

Friday, August 28, 2015      

 

 
An international action plan to end illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing remains voluntary and 
has not put a stop to the $23-billion per year industry, experts say. 

BRIDGETOWN, Barbados (CMC) ð A two-day meeting aimed at introducing a new regime for safe 
seafood for local and international consumption has ended here with delegates acknowledging that 
they were at the very early stages of introducing this new policy. 

The meeting is part of a European Union-funded project to help Caribbean Forum (CARIFORUM) 
countries introduce laws, regulations and a governance system to guarantee safe seafood for export 
to EU markets and beyond. 

The project, which is being carried out by the Caribbean Regional Fisheries Mechanism (CRFM) and 
supported by the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation in Agriculture (IICA), aims to improve food 
safety standards to enable CARIFORUM fish exporters to take up trading opportunities under the EU 
Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA). 

"Developed countries -- the EU, United States and Canada -- all have standards that you must meet 
in order to export to their market," said Milton Haughton, CRFM executive director. 

"In our countries we may not meet all those standards currently and so we want to put in place the 
systems which are quite complicated to be able to enter those markets to satisfy their requirements so 
that our products can be exported." 

http://www.jamaicaobserver.com/news/Caribbean-fishing-industry-ends-meeting-on-food-safety-systems_19225853systems_19225853
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The EU is requiring exporting nations to put enforceable legislation in place in each country to govern 
SPS standards. 

"The experts here (were) discussing the regulations, the human resources (and) the institutional 
arrangements that are required to monitor, evaluate (and) test for various pathogens, and to ensure 
that we do have a good system in place that meets with international best practice," Haughton said. 

So far, compliance with globally established standards in the region is voluntary, a worrisome 
development that experts say is stopping member states from tapping into niche markets overseas 
and boosting foreign exchange earnings. 

A two-month-long assessment by international consultants has exposed large gaps in legally binding 
protocols managing food safety throughout the region. 

The meeting discussed how to introduce a regionwide set of food safety and environmental 
safeguards which were presented for review by a team of legal and scientific consultants who moved 
through the region assessing the state of the industry over the last two months. 

As they travelled through CARIFORUM group of nations -- the 15-member Caribbean Community 
(Caricom) and the Dominican Republic -- a team of consultants from Jamaica, Britain and Iceland 
inspected processing plants, cold storage facilities and testing laboratories. 

Haughton expressed the hope that adopting SPS measures regionwide could also have spin-off 
benefits for local consumers. 

"It's not only about exporting and earning exchange; it's also ensuring that our people have healthy 
and safe fish and seafood to eat," he added. 

"Given the challenges that we have in this region for economic development, employment and 
earning foreign exchange, we have to make use of all the resources that we have, including ensuring 
that we can get good prices for our fish and also have safe fish and seafood for our own people." 

Belize, one of the region's leading fish and seafood exporters, is hoping to learn from other 
CARIFORUM countries represented at the meeting, while offering to sharing information with smaller 
exporting nations that would help improve food safety standards. 

"For the first time, we're having a forum where we could start discussing (SPS) issues as a region," 
said Delilah Cabb Ayala, SPS coordinator for the Belize Agricultural Health Authority. 

"Each country has been looking at their own legislation, trying to ensure that they make the necessary 
amendments, just to be able to have access to the EU and the other trading partners with which we 
are currently trading." 

Last year, Belize exported an estimated US$44 million in shrimp alone from total exports worth 
US$64 million. 

Cabb Ayala said the regional effort to harmonise SPS rules across CARIFORUM will be a "lengthy 
process" but with nations such as Belize ahead of others, she is hoping that proposals will emerge 
that "take into account all the different levels that we are dealing with within the region. 

"[This] meeting to ensure that we have harmonised procedures is a good thing. Additionally, it allows 
for technical experts to bring to the fore their current situations, and at that level try to come up with 
proposals that can actually be implemented at the national levels. We could learn from other 
countries. In the discussions, I said I will be sharing some information that we are implementing in 
Belize. So countries could look at our proposal and if it is for them adaptable, they could readily move 
with that." 
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The meeting considered strategic priorities at the national and regional level and began discussions 
on a governance structure for food safety and fisheries. 

 
The officials also considered how to integrate their work into the development of the fledgling 
Caribbean Agricultural Health and Food Safety Agency, based in Guyana and the progress 
towards the setting up of national health and food safety authorities. 
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BRIDGETOWN,  Barbados,  CMC ï A two-day meeting aimed at introducing a new regime for safe 

seafood for local and international consumption has ended here with delegates acknowledging that 

they were at the very early stages of introducing this new policy.  
The meeting is part of a European Union-funded project to help Caribbean Forum (CARIFORUM) 

countries introduce laws, regulations and a governance system to guarantee safe seafood for export 
to EU markets and beyond. 

The project, which is being carried out by the Caribbean Regional Fisheries Mechanism (CRFM) and 

supported by the Inter -American Institute for Cooperation in Agriculture (IICA), aims to improve food 

safety standards to enable CARIFORUM fish exporters to take up trading opportunities under the EU 

Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA). 

ñDeveloped countries ï the EU, United States, Canada é all have standards that you must meet in 

order to export to their market,ò said Milton Haughton, CRFM executive director. 

ñIn our countries we may not meet all those standards currently, and so we want to put in place the 

systems which are quite complicated, to be able to enter those markets to satisfy their requirements 

so that our products can be exported.ò 

The EU is requiring exporting nations put enforceable legislation in place, in each country to govern 

SPS standards. 

ñThe experts here (were) discussing the regulations, the human resources (and) the institutional 

arrangements that are required to monitor, evaluate (and) test for various pathogens, and to ensure 

that we do have a good system in place that meets with international best practice.ò Haughton said. 

So far, compliance with globally established standards in the region is voluntary, and a worrisome 

development that experts say is stopping member states from tapping into niche mark ets overseas, 

and boosting foreign exchange earnings. 
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A two-month long assessment by international consultants has exposed large gaps in legally binding 

protocols managing food safety throughout the region.  

The meeting discussed how to introduce a region-wide set of food safety and environmental 

safeguards, which were presented for review by a team of legal and scientific consultants who moved 

through the region, assessing the state of industry over the last two months.  

As they travelled through CARIFORUM group of nations ï the 15-member Caribbean Community 

(CARICOM) and the Dominican Republic ï a team of consultants from Jamaica, Britain and Iceland 

inspected processing plants, cold storage facilities and testing laboratories. 

Haughton expressed the hope that adopting SPS measures region-wide could also have spinoff 

benefits for local consumers. 

ñItôs not only about exporting and earning exchange; itôs also ensuring that our people have healthy 

and safe fish and seafood to eat,ò he added. 

ñGiven the challenges that we have in this region for economic development, employment and 

earning foreign exchange, we have to make use of all the resources that we have including ensuring 

that we can get good prices for our fish and also have safe fish and seafood for our own people.ò 

Belize, one of the regionôs leading fish and seafood exporters, is hoping to learn from other 

CARIFORUM countries represented at the meeting while offering to sharing information with smaller 

exporting nations that would help improve food safety standards. 

ñFor the first time, weôre having a forum where we could start discussing (SPS) issues as a region,ò 

said Delilah Cabb Ayala, SPS Coordinator for the Belize Agricultural Health Authority (BAHA). 

ñEach country has been looking at their own legislation, trying to ensure that they make the 

necessary amendments, just to be able to have access to the EU and the other trading partners with 

which we are currently trading.ò 

Last year, Belize exported an estimated US$44 million in shrimp alone from total exports worth US$64 

million. 

Cabb Ayala said, the regional effort to harmonise SPS rules across CARIFORUM will be a ñlengthy 

processò but with nations such as Belize ahead of others, she is hoping that proposals will emerge 

that ñtake into account all the different levels that we are dealing with within the region.  

ñ(This) meeting to ensure that we have harmonised procedures is a good thing. Additionally, it allows 

for technical experts to bring to the fore their current situations, and at that level  try to come up with 

proposals that can actually be implemented at the national levels.  

ñWe could learn from other countries. In the discussions, I said I will be sharing some information 

that we are implementing in Belize. So countries could look at our p roposal and if it is for them 

adaptable, they could readily move with that.ò 

The meeting considered strategic priorities at the national and regional levels, and began discussions 

on a governance structure for food safety and fisheries.  

The officials also considered how to integrate their work into the development of the fledgling 

Suriname-based Caribbean Agricultural Health and Food Safety Agency (CAHFSA), and the progress 

towards the setting up of national health and food safety authorities.  
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Caribbean fishing industry discusses new regime for safe seafood 
AUGUST 26, 2015 · LEAVE A COMMENT  

 
Fishers process fish during Fisherman's Day celebrations in St. Vincent in 2014. (IWN photo) 

BRIDGETOWN, Barbados ð Industry figures and government officials from across the Caribbean fishing 
industry Tuesday wrapped up two days of talks here acknowledging they were at the very early stages of 
introducing a new regime for safe seafood for local and international consumption. 

The meeting is part of a European Union-funded project to help CARIFORUM countries introduce laws, 
regulations and a governance system to guarantee safe seafood for export to EU markets and beyond. 

The project, which is being carried out by the Caribbean Regional Fisheries Mechanism (CRFM) and 
supported by the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation in Agriculture (IICA), aims to ramp up food safety 
standards to enable CARIFORUM fish exporters to take up trading opportunities under the EU Economic 
Partnership Agreement (EPA). 

ñDeveloped countries ð the EU, United States, Canada ð é all have standards that you must meet in 
order to export to their market,ò said Milton Haughton, CRFM executive director. 

ñIn our countries we may not meet all those standards currently and so we want to put in place the systems 
which are quite complicated to be able to enter those markets to satisfy their requirements so that our 
products can be exported.ò 

The EU is requiring that exporting nations put enforceable legislation in place in each country to govern 
SPS standards. 

ñThe experts here [were] discussing the regulations, the human resources [and] the institutional 
arrangements that are required to monitor, evaluate [and] test for various pathogens, and to ensure that we 
do have a good system in place that meets with international best practice,ò Haughton said. 

So far, compliance with globally established standards in the region is voluntary ð a worrisome 
development that experts say is stopping member states from tapping into niche markets overseas and 
boosting foreign exchange earnings. 

http://www.iwnsvg.com/2015/08/26/caribbean-fishing-industry-discusses-new-regime-for-safe-seafood/
http://www.iwnsvg.com/2015/08/26/caribbean-fishing-industry-discusses-new-regime-for-safe-seafood/
http://www.iwnsvg.com/2015/08/26/caribbean-fishing-industry-discusses-new-regime-for-safe-seafood/#respond
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A two-month long assessment by international consultants has exposed large gaps in legally binding 
protocols managing food safety throughout the region. 

The meeting discussed how to introduce a region-wide set of food safety and environmental safeguards 
which were presented for review by a team of legal and scientific consultants who moved through the 
region assessing the state of industry over the last two months. 

As they travelled through CARIFORUM group of nations ð the 15-member Caribbean Community 
(CARICOM) and the Dominican Republic ð a team of consultants from Jamaica, Britain and Iceland 
inspected processing plants, cold storage facilities and testing laboratories. 

The CRFM head expressed the hope that adopting SPS measures region-wide could also have spinoff 
benefits for local consumers. 

 
Milton Haughton, executive director of the Caribbean Regional Fisheries Mechanism. 

ñItôs not only about exporting and earning exchange; itôs also ensuring that our people have healthy and 
safe fish and seafood to eat,ò he added. ñGiven the challenges that we have in this region for economic 
development, employment and earning foreign exchange, we have to make use of all the resources that we 
have including ensuring that we can get good prices for our fish and also have safe fish and seafood for our 
own people.ò 

Belize, one of the regionôs leading fish and seafood exporters, is hoping to learn from other CARIFORUM 
countries represented at the meeting while offering to sharing information with smaller exporting nations 
that would help improve food safety standards. 

ñFor the first time, weôre having a forum where we could start discussing (SPS) issues as a region,ò said 
Delilah Cabb Ayala, SPS Coordinator for the Belize Agricultural Health Authority (BAHA). ñEach country 
has been looking at their own legislation, trying to ensure that they make the necessary amendments, just 
to be able to have access to the EU and the other trading partners with which we are currently trading.ò 

Last year, Belize exported an estimated US$44 million in shrimp alone from total exports worth US$64 
million. 
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Delilah Cabb Ayala, SPS Coordinator for the Belize Agricultural Health Authority. 

Cabb Ayala said the regional effort to harmonise SPS rules across CARIFORUM will be a ñlengthy 
processò but with nations such as Belize ahead of others, she is hoping that proposals will emerge that 
ñtake into account all the different levels that we are dealing with within the region. 

She continued: ñ[This] meeting to ensure that we have harmonised procedures is a good thing. Additionally, 
it allows for technical experts to bring to the fore their current situations, and at that level try to come up 
with proposals that can actually be implemented at the national levels. 

ñWe could learn from other countries. In the discussions, I said I will be sharing some information that we 
are implementing in Belize. So countries could look at our proposal and if it is for them adaptable, they 
could readily move with that.ò 

The meeting posed questions regarding primary and secondary legislation, including coming food safety 
laws and protocols, processes for appeals, and procedures for licensing, export and controls. 

It also considered strategic priorities at the national and regional level and began discussions on a 
governance structure for food safety and fisheries. The officials also considered how to integrate their work 
into the development of the fledgling Caribbean Agricultural Health and Food Safety Agency (CAHFSA) 
based in Guyana and the progress towards the setting up of national health and food safety authorities. 
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Food safety ï Caribbean. 

28/08/2015 

The Jamaica Observer reports that delegates attending a food safety meeting held as part of the 
European Union-funded project to help Caribbean Forum (CARIFORUM), which is aimed at 
introducing a new regime for safe seafood for local and international consumption, acknowledged 
that they were in the early stages of introducing the new policy. The meeting discussed measures 
about how to introduce the food safety and environmental measures regionwide as the state of 
the local seafood industry had been assessed recently. Copyright Leatherhead Food Research 
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